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REVIEWER: 


The Central Intelligence Agency has participated in discussions 
concerning the launching of an earth satellite which was approved in 
NSC Directive No. 5520. This first satellite will be primarily a re- 
search vehicle, but since it is to be launched as a pert of the 
national effort in connection with United States participation in the 
International Geophysical Year, it will have substantial psychologi- 
cal warfare benefits to this country. In addition, it is expected 
that a wealth of basic data will be derived from the first satellite 
which will be invaluable in the subsequent development of true recon- 
naissance satellites in which CIA obviously has a vital long-term in- 
terest. 


It is believed that this project is not justified as a purely 
military venture, and that in view of its cold war aspects end poten- 
tial intelligence benefits it is appropriate for the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency to participate in its financial support. Current plans 
provide that the satellite vehicle will be launched sometime during 
-he period 1 July 1957 to 31 December 1958. A substantial portion of 
the cost will be incurred during the current Fiscal Year. Subject to 25X1 

the approval of the Bureau of the Budget and the availability of 
funds, I propose that CIA participate in the financial support of this 
project as follows: 
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